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COMMON WATERS FOUNDING 

HON. TOM MARINO 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 27, 2013 

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor John J. Donahue, the Superintendent of 
the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation 
Area and the Middle Delaware Scenic and 
Recreational River. Superintendant Donahue 
contracted with the Pinchot Institute to develop 
an organization rooted in engaging leaders in 
both private and governmental areas. As a re-
sult, Mr. Donahue became the driving force 
behind the establishment of the grassroots or-
ganization known as Common Waters. 

Common Waters is a non-governmental 
group that coordinates efforts and policies of 
private partners like land trusts and county, 
state and federal planning organizations. 

Delaware River provides clean drinking 
water for approximately 15 million people with-
in the tri-state areas of New York, New Jer-
sey, and Pennsylvania. The preservation of 
forest land within these areas helps to ensure 
a healthy watershed, which is imperative to 
clean drinking water. 

The group has targeted strategic grants to 
over 90 private forest owners who control over 
38,000 acres of land, resulting in the best 
management practices and greater Delaware 
River watershed and ecosystem protection. 

Additionally, Common Waters has become a 
voice for all of the member organizations on 
Landscape Scale Connectivity, resulting in 
easements being secured for over 1,000 acres 
of protection. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Donahue and Common 
Waters have shown that the government can 
have a dramatic benefit to the local area by 
providing opportunities to the private sector 
and I commend them for all of their work. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARTHA ROBY 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 27, 2013 

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, on Wednesday, 
September 25, 2013 and on Thursday, Sep-
tember 26, 2013, I was necessarily absent 
from the House chamber. 

If I had been present, I would have voted, 
the following on September 25, 2013: 

Rollcall 484 on the motion to suspend the 
rules and pass, H.R. 1961, To amend title 46, 
United States Code, to extend the exemption 
from the fire-retardant materials construction 
requirement for vessels operating within the 
Boundary Line, I would have voted, ‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall 485 on the motion to suspend the 
rules and p ass, H.Res. 354, Providing for the 
concurrence by the House in the Senate 
amendment to H.R. 527, with an amendment, 
I would have voted, ‘‘aye.’’ 

If I had been present, I would have voted, 
the following on September 26, 2013: 

Rollcall 486 on the motion to suspend the 
rules and pass, H.R. 3095, To ensure any 
new or revised requirement providing for the 
screening, testing, or treatment of individuals 
operating commercial motor vehicles for sleep 
disorders is adopted pursuant to a rulemaking 
proceeding, and for other purposes, I would 
have voted, ‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall 487 on the motion to suspend the 
rules and pass, H.R. 2600, To amend the 
Interstate Land Sales Full Disclosure Act to 
clarify how the Act applies to condominiums, I 
would have voted, ‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall 488, on approving the journal, I 
would have voted, ‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall 489, on agreeing to the amendment 
of H.R. 687, Grijalva of Arizona Part A 
Amendment No. 1, I would have vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

Rollcall 490, on agreeing to the amendment 
of H.R. 687, Napolitano of California Part A 
Amendment No. 3, I would have vote ‘‘nay.’’ 
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CONGRATULATING THE CITY OF 
GALENA, IL 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 27, 2013 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Galena, Illinois, for earning a 
place on the Executive Travel Magazine’s list, 
America’s Best Small Towns. 

On a recent visit to Galena, I met with local 
small business owners who are all very proud 
of the town’s history, a pride I share with 
them. With over 85 percent of the town’s 
buildings designated as National Register of 
Historic Places and the general awe that the 
area’s beautiful landscape inspires, it is clear 
why Galena deserves to be labeled as a great 
American town. I always enjoy visiting Galena 
and look forward to many trips to come. 

It is important that all of our communities 
across Illinois continue to highlight why they 
are great places to live, work and raise a fam-
ily. As always, I am proud to serve all the 
hard-working people of the 17th Congressional 
District of Illinois, and I look forward to com-
munities across my region continuing to re-
ceive many well-deserved awards. 
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H.R. 1526, RESTORING HEALTHY 
FORESTS FOR HEALTHY COMMU-
NITIES ACT 

HON. DEREK KILMER 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 27, 2013 

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I grew up in Port 
Angeles—a town whose lifeblood was the tim-
ber industry. As the local economy suffered, I 
watched as my friends’ parents lost their jobs. 

This experience motivated me to pursue a ca-
reer in economic development to help commu-
nities and families get back on their feet. 

I came to the House of Representatives to 
fight for hard–working families across our re-
gion. I know just how hard our communities 
have been hit by the changes in the timber in-
dustry. It is important to me that we get folks 
back to work and strengthen rural commu-
nities. 

With that in mind, I’m supportive of finding 
ways to sustainably increase harvest levels 
and increase the health of our forests. In fact, 
I’m a Co–Chair of the Healthy Forests Caucus 
here in the House. 

Unfortunately, I have serious concerns over 
certain aspects of H.R. 1526, the Restoring 
Healthy Forests for Healthy Communities Act. 
This legislation would undermine core environ-
mental laws, reduce opportunities for stake-
holder input and pathways to consensus, and 
leave our region without a legitimate plan to 
help us adequately balance multiple forest 
uses. 

The region I represent has some of the 
most pristine land and waters in our country. 
Protecting our resources while balancing the 
needs of resource–dependent communities 
and industries has been an issue my region 
has struggled with for decades. 

Since taking office, I have been working 
closely with both sides of this issue. I am firm-
ly convinced that we can protect forest health 
and get people back to work. 

I do not believe bypassing the National En-
vironmental Protection Act (NEPA) and the 
Endangered Species Act as laid out in H.R. 
1526 is the only way—or even the best way— 
to do this. 

Setting harvest levels by legislative mandate 
rather than by sound science sets a dan-
gerous precedent and could lead to the de-
struction of long and hard fought agreements 
throughout the country. 

These decisions must be made with sci-
entific analysis and stakeholder involvement. 
The approach H.R. 1526 takes does not en-
courage consensus around federal land man-
agement and does not promote a path to a 
mutually agreeable resolution. H.R. 1526 
would only further root stakeholders in opposi-
tional positions. We should pursue a path for-
ward that will reduce lawsuits. I want to see 
more work for folks in the timber industry—not 
more work for lawyers. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend the work the Com-
mittee Chair and Ranking Member have put 
into this bill, but must voice my opposition. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PAUL FREDERICKSEN 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 27, 2013 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the retirement of KCCI’s president and 
general manager, Paul Fredericksen, and to 
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